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Summer 2026 

Greetings from the Dean 

Dear Berkley School of Nursing 

Community, 

As we share this summer issue of 

CURA , our hearts are heavy as we 

join countless others in mourning 

the passing of William R. Berkley, a 

visionary leader, philanthropist, and 

true champion of education and 

healthcare. 

Mr. Berkley’s extraordinary legacy extends far beyond his 

remarkable professional accomplishments. Through his and his 

family’s profound generosity, including the transformational support 

that led to the naming of the Berkley School of Nursing, he created 

endless opportunities for others to learn, lead, and serve. His life 

reflected a deep belief in the transformative power of education and 

the importance of advancing health and well-being for all. We 

extend our heartfelt condolences to the Berkley family and all who 

were touched by his remarkable life. 

Our recent 2026 Commencement ceremonies help animate his 

legacy. The graduates who crossed the stage this spring carry 

forward the compassion, leadership, and commitment to improving 

the health and well-being of the communities they serve. Their 

accomplishments reflect the values that define the Berkley School 

of Nursing and the promise of nursing to create meaningful change. 

I encourage you to read our Commencement coverage and listen to 

the inspiring address by our Commencement Speaker, Mary 

Wakefield, Ph.D., R.N. , to experience the remarkable spirit of the 

day. 

Throughout this issue, you will find stories of students, faculty, and 

staff who continue to carry that same spirit forward every day. From 

celebrating National Nurses Week and advancing maternal health 

through new national research on midwife-led care , to collaborating 

across disciplines to address challenges of global disaster 

response , our community is leading with purpose and making a 

meaningful impact locally and around the world. 

As our community continues this important work, Georgetown also 

enters a new chapter as we welcome incoming President Eduardo 

Peñalver this July . It is a season marked by both legacy and 

renewal, and I look forward to all that we will accomplish together. 

I hope these stories offer a sense of pride and inspiration for the 

season. Thank you for being a vital partner in our mission and for 

helping sustain the meaningful work that defines Berkley School of 

Nursing. 

Wishing you a joyful, restorative, and safe summer. 

Roberta Waite, Ed.D., R.N., PMHCNS, ANEF, FADLN, FAAN 

Dean, Berkley School of Nursing 

Commencement Highlights 

‘Nursing’s Values Are Your North Star’: Berkley School of 

Nursing Celebrates Class of 2026 

Graduates gathered on Healy Lawn to celebrate commencement 

surrounded by family, friends, and faculty as they prepared to enter 

the next chapter of their nursing careers. Mary Wakefield, Ph.D., R.N., 

former acting deputy secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, received an honorary Doctor of Science degree and 

delivered the commencement address, reflecting on her own nursing 

journey guided by the underlying principles of the nursing profession. 

Read more > 

Faculty Celebrate Student Achievements in Annual Tropaia 

Ceremony Read more > 

Graduates Celebrate Annual Nursing Traditions at 2026 Pinning 

and Blessing of the Hands Ceremonies Read more > 

Speaker Highlight: Mary Wakefield, Ph.D., R.N., 

FAAN Read more > 

WATCH: We Surprised Graduates with Messages from Their 

Loved Ones. Bring Your Tissues Read more > 

Celebrating Our Profession 

Nurses Light Up The Sky 

Throughout National Nurses Week, our St. Mary’s Hall home on 

campus shone brightly at night as we proudly joined a nationwide 

movement to "Light Up the Sky" in honor of the incredible nurses who 

make a difference every day. As a school dedicated to preparing the 

next generation of nurse leaders, we were proud to participate in this 

nationwide tribute and celebrate the extraordinary impact of nurses. 

Read more > 

Celebrating National Nurses Week 

More than 60 alumni, faculty, students, and friends of BSON gathered 

in New York City in May for the school’s annual National Nurses Week 

Hoya Nursing Social. The evening celebrated the nursing profession 

and brought together members of the Georgetown nursing community 

for conversation, reflection, and connection during National Nurses 

Week. Read more > 

Advancing Nursing & Scholarship 

BSON and Global Health Institute Host Interdisciplinary Case 

Challenge on Disaster Response 

Over 50 participants representing 10 academic programs across 

Georgetown came together for the third INSPIRE Case Challenge, a 

virtual interdisciplinary competition hosted by BSON and the Global 

Health Institute. Read more > 

Mirabal-Beltran Receives Jesuit Network of Nursing Programs 

Exemplary Nursing Faculty Award 

Assistant Professor Roxanne Mirabal-Beltran, Ph.D., R.N., has been 

recognized as a Jesuit Network of Nursing Programs (JNNP) 

Exemplary Nursing Faculty for 2026, a national honor recognizing 

outstanding faculty across Jesuit institutions. The award is presented 

by the Jesuit Network of Nursing Programs, a consortium of more 

than 20 Jesuit colleges and universities committed to advancing 

nursing education grounded in Jesuit values. Read more > 

Faculty Publish National Review on Outcomes of Midwife-Led 

Care 

A comprehensive review of U.S. research led by Emma Virginia Clark, 

Ph.D., MHS, CNM, FACNM, assistant professor at BSON and director 

of nursing research at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital, and 

senior author Heather Bradford, Ph.D., CNM, FACNM, assistant 

professor of nursing, found that care delivered by certified nurse- 

midwives and certified midwives is consistently associated with lower 

intervention rates, improved birth outcomes, and high patient 

satisfaction. The findings reinforce the important role of certified 

nurse-midwives and certified midwives in advancing maternal health. 

Read more > 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Opportunities and Resources for Displaced Federal Workers and 

Georgetown Alumni 

We deeply value the service and dedication of federal workers and 

are committed to supporting our alumni and current students during 

this period of change. We recognize that recent changes across the 

federal workforce have created uncertainty for many, and we are 

committed to supporting you during this time of transition. Whether 

you are exploring a new path, seeking stability, or considering a shift 

into a health-related field, Georgetown is here to help you take your 

next step with confidence. Read more > 

Program Applications Open 

Learn more about our programs at the bachelor’s , master’s , and 

doctoral levels, as well as our Post-Graduate Certificate in Nursing 

programs . 

Join Our Faculty Team 

Building on a 120-year tradition of excellence in nursing education at 

the professional, advanced practice, and doctoral levels, we seek 

faculty who share our vision of preparing nurse leaders to advance 

social justice, promote health equity for all, and shape the future of 

nursing. Learn more > 

Georgetown’s Berkley School of Nursing is making enduring 

contributions to the nation’s largest health care profession. Your 

support is essential as we work to advance the education of 

tomorrow’s health care leaders. 

MAKE A GIFT 

Connect with us: 
Berkley School of Nursing 

Did a friend forward this to you? 

Sign up to receive CURA. > 

Please contact us at SONcomm@georgetown.edu with any questions or comments. 

To ensure you continue receiving our emails, please add us to your address book or safe list. 

You are receiving this email at kt674@georgetown.edu because our records indicate you wish to receive 

Alumni Community Newsletters emails from Georgetown University’s Office of Advancement. 

Unsubscribe from emails like this or manage your email preferences . 

Privacy Policy | Copyright 2026 

Georgetown University Office of Advancement | PO Box 571253 | Washington, DC 20057 

https://view.advmail.georgetown.edu/?vawpToken=UWKKU5BOL43UND5PA2HQEAQMTU.70256
https://getfireshot.com
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EpcJE9LRI8Kn5q5FBMqdag7I6G3sR9WnXEjkAKNjr5z1R-15bg8qsQEt_N3SZeDY2ig-tfFRqkpbUC3swXTFEKEU0VBA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Eq4j_d_I4T4pKkvEYaDkv-GDHj9AYmGNIz-M4h_70KcaAZ9ShUuU40MdZubpymwry87MRp4SVb_VRNNcLBv_vCjETuOQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Ers0gfEH1k69LEO1YW-fZcn-ZiCwO6BDleIdXHLfE0L8dqFVJ_0ORRC9_dYE8x43L7H6IHADkRnAxo0GpMhzIghCvJvQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Ers0gfEH1k69LEO1YW-fZcn-ZiCwO6BDleIdXHLfE0L8dqFVJ_0ORRC9_dYE8x43L7H6IHADkRnAxo0GpMhzIghCvJvQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Ers0gfEH1k69LEO1YW-fZcn-ZiCwO6BDleIdXHLfE0L8dqFVJ_0ORRC9_dYE8x43L7H6IHADkRnAxo0GpMhzIghCvJvQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EskK-z6cu8unGObAf5AS-NaYLuY24zitooLB5-wSmibQEKaevGg1mjp7TAgcIL8P2rNyJtl2AMcTuN-rQfKu6XWl70Yg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Et5KeTE1-CTq_V8mZBpzQVRlQOmRCwrsyxxTeXKSd_EaMyJcTVj3dKw3VX6xgQgVy4UF5DRra8cNoqDbNEqUSg5TECGg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EuhREL8drckMESyZ3UlLgrF3ptVkSGm7NXZNigD-yOKi2f2xdJI-EobFxyEXBXaJ8-A6gqbxO6jpHgENeSEpMo7qm9Tg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EuhREL8drckMESyZ3UlLgrF3ptVkSGm7NXZNigD-yOKi2f2xdJI-EobFxyEXBXaJ8-A6gqbxO6jpHgENeSEpMo7qm9Tg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EvNkMIGA0PniqPuHjFsc0gbCd6nZ-W2Q07le2X-Ipdnnlka_n9mf5t3iLNTubQTSXtzzfEJAdAvOPUriCaIfBhTOJ2bA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EvNkMIGA0PniqPuHjFsc0gbCd6nZ-W2Q07le2X-Ipdnnlka_n9mf5t3iLNTubQTSXtzzfEJAdAvOPUriCaIfBhTOJ2bA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EwT0LFnbg52jCWIZNyAANuYGdLJN2Mi-OiBqCYrJpf-xS8st2jhAWFXR9QvOcJ5ftzed_4MDmkT1mW9SZ5L92VhNN6qQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_ExL3XkuqNNn_UwqoCZoYwCImnUDLNH4FtC6MsQC_YpWphg5yXE50mU2wVNRlchGPJc6efwwJyDuYWp9KrOtrZt8RzVxA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_EyLoXvwuglZBS80JfRJ5Dmru9hFmYTyuYW5BqZGEj2rO_HyioOhqZb_Js5dcOtLKKuvI5KTWuUaxIPceyHqn4qlSBLbQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_Ezb8OSR9uvsb-Iaa_scDtKd1kCXwhPGzceBXSQ0UNC8Z8KkoaZAUC5Caaj-auZCIxwzKrdCw2PAF7vP_jW1UNiAHDpPw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E0Q2IT6vbhPTurfyN-KPBhVJmN5ChorIm3D-OnK9WKkq6iMm6bAxvbKZfPIAcI3h-PUIn_dMuzNIbKzKL3qGsjrJ_zxw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E1ex5SkEGBnADB_M2Qlen5Gqst0N7jQkg8XJdR0AkIUxUjKMINp3894_wrxN0owyHoy23j8GVUKjjxLpwR1yZaLD4s8w
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E2kp3GJljIdoVN0w-CAEvUXtMeHKIAbI2butrwSjCuqFG_gXJUs_UxlQzStieaq1w9qXc4YNcVM1gXVo0Oo8O_baKHFQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E3sZe-2I4aTk7dzbPvXX1PXD_g4QU5vmXQS1BGWMcOhjfE4Iyj4IuVxP6DsKnKLWuMW-EduubLYCMGiJzGkKx0U-b_vA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E4DcH_y2qBH6T46THCNY3goyi5kpWr7d-VU_ldEPqVbEG4R23xP89o7qlYFbANapA4VrXrGWdzxkoo2CI8wbDUtmLUxw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E5_XUW4lpH4-lbD1kEjR3HkDZfiU43GfnFfayW0gmYDuBwE884xQVmvlDRd6hkcpNUlzqdykbRtcvLc5Vt9pi4XWPnQA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E60QF6pIX9500JvoVod2FhCgzum9kyArvqAhHE7HY92tGwUbd1hqmQQQuVtqJYwm5CDDjOpDc38UiuuXtoAaVaaUaemw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E7NDyH9HUXbCGnKfrvI7lqXDZlfIoiG10bzy1dh4eJH7AgfTGfeY3pNjQb62rN7NkfO878OZMjz9t2wcJhDy3ghp8B5w
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E82MXVI_yObx9-JlbclyitqnRiLDS5AwkIxmP21vAS-mImjP1F7URVNRUtFiRPNeS_BQd9kf39D_WNtSL82SnzsmndWw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E9ft3DJ2NKyGEBJQwX13BOHB171Cil5lLw3P6oOFMFDASUmdEt6G4M53TsY8fefjZS1At0Kz-1d7xMv_Y5nZ1PE0OZTw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E-HWkiW06d18mJVOBosYaQR4DqQnXYubsXqHFNVqgxASSLw3V6uB39k-8s56QfZYd-IUHeqWnlrtRDMSuOrX5uqimFZw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_E_J2v_B76D6T0RdY2UEs4BNI_-5EaPWK5oY3fLNoq3ZRGMcus5Q73YCuXZxGkRinNSz4LtBjJOi2zvXdonvYVtvr34mA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FAxk6YhQ1ZfKYtLi8Hq7cVvWnZLkT8lxj2DsxHkcg3wEEMGwxIQI0jt8Md6OsLXcku6txLLP7H0zs935SWcUDtTCh5MA
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FBoIkXeXTEaFUPumFB9yCkHXOvf6-r3haUY6Yj7u-tG-jXsS0LPGBXtOh_rynhyoEx-gf-GCHPIuXYkYEo_jZy_Xq-aQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FCahOk29NWLf0s9ZXPRVa3BIgaN6EB83aq29VCNwZmzZzovKQ4HAtidcmOOwfNMNhUAZaMT3r-ohJYEk0jfPxEBPXHtQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FD6MGyr1K2YuxUE1L67Ydd_QOKdX63X_tl06C22uDmbG42UwKAbcvO_WlogsRxcs2_61ny2IZ__fSJIIr1RjNniRXqgg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FEUR_1rWxZbqc1sHyuuaraHF4H1A8OHSNcUjtKJTlNfmYEknUf2vf9jkaboaaKNnkXkzsMdb6OszXVSByaPdA2U7o6ew
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FFrp89MQ4NgL35pwxibC8EAmLpV9vP7eKUyrnWQT5iizz0R5PtFwpNHhsYelRJCng4wBD_4lH614C3yhld3ecAq93BAw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FGb6BTXsjn0N83lsWDOx3oHUVjvt4uQCwALwbQ4mH8z_pU0bsOwYmw3GQVBaiLE7JKMatgN4Xv3E0MccN8bkHyo0wddQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FHLp2mVKCVRjwaROjZ1rW8x6DKtk98TmIfdoGD_l9ZPCsCz8Fd3dbR4rqfof7Jat86z12IMOKe-G6bLXrAaSd1ttYV3w
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FIYyPzJo1lkBaQc3rSSv0oD5EFUYIsJbLWFb1y-BSWd14I3qh0o49Y-O2Vvg3nBTaF4_wGSRnBSYrUFGo2NyooQPfDvQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FJfCZ1cOtZPoXgZnzeJyA1TRli_xvpLrO4g1i3f4C6ZIlEQfyHt0l3ZwT88K4r0POLDVxUkAv1weQqmgcSl_aoM3Fm8g
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FKWUDFrRFExGZ-xACQztmSxfWA7cEF8CZcFoInK3lgmeahCe0l9ZtljZxBX93cTBdSxrf-RvdnD6kHtNlQVxU7ZHtUeg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FKWUDFrRFExGZ-xACQztmSxfWA7cEF8CZcFoInK3lgmeahCe0l9ZtljZxBX93cTBdSxrf-RvdnD6kHtNlQVxU7ZHtUeg
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FL_gNmTQSm3ZLO4HoN6H7QPjcvMW7XAdLhelWsTSfSNVYQ3F4Utl5jv-0FXDJOsLoYl8EiCX6vCDgS5c91uVHhUmVVUQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FMxMxcqScEevbXlJlf1tfVPBgcVH0DmeksBzu-C6tUWhf8EehFa4VJgWKdo39i0RYyEFshZU31YyWdsg6kdP71FKbnNhSFg3XL
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FNiWEdzT3_dH2dbrqPy1WuJoUrABVnHtmQIeGbGVNrNsf3U8JVMEfDs4Pg50cx7bwzMox8ini2LVuwoCnxbk8S5IJf6w
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FO87FdSVutPNpD7qqZdQaV-ZfnrWlh2JANEqDvgKTlO4aXYpLLEWvT2sCkZ2az_q7J5nqdZBOCivr7VY1oy5MDq-n5oQ
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FPx46bY2nIZIqf8t9oeltsVybVhSf-OvA3d2nyIwVl1YESvnh_qW5SE2t9fkJIu55P0Qw5ikKy1T02B90AANNWu4135g
mailto:SONcomm@georgetown.edu?subject=
mailto:SONcomm@georgetown.edu
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FQaOAoJ1cbVHvqGvLHDgJ0P7mJurBOydMWScs01csoES_5FU_k_v7hW_HlWdoeIgVyMFvHa3qYGr4JbM827EnfS1gx7g
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FRXJFX3pKu6umQ2FIbFOJCMg9SoY5KSbP04T_JmJxH1mp8o0dakc9dHZtFj7ie93IW9hhPgqSEIz9PeEog4Y09JoU7GYZjksw
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FSZ6tHDfEBRK694QQn5w_1-DV51uwewtP65qf2_rBiQbp-NdunO1kbYfq3byzTBCqAw2qOvCr5OibQkwtGXtGH29JgnaIa6Gc
https://click.advmail.georgetown.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzB9AAcAAAAAA3H0U_FTHTMqaDXYk10dVqUQO2Z5JTG-P2ga7lqcJyCUjO2hTyaKC8wvpgDdZ-cS2qXTxqtSWCdeSGKNjLkOLLad48zc54VATg

