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Dear Hoyas, 

Happy New Year from the Hilltop! As 2023 begins, I eagerly anticipate John Carroll 

Weekend San Francisco in April and our School of Medicine Commencement in May. The 
Georgetown School of Medicine attracts a special kind of student; our ability to educate 

the “whole student” to care for the “whole patient” and community depends on the 
following goals. 

This spring semester, the medical school community resolves to: 

Make a Georgetown medical education accessible to all who merit admission. 
Offer a best-in-class academic experience. 

Educate students to be distinctly capable of understanding and caring for all other 
humans through interdisciplinary experiences. 

Invest in our greater community and the physicians of tomorrow. 

I am energized, as ever, by the stories of good work from our community. In the past 

several months, Hoyas have raised more than $1 million for cancer research at 

Georgetown Lombardi , fostered ethical reasoning skills pioneered by Edmund Pellegrino , 

and demystified clinical trials in gastrointestinal cancer research and treatment . Thank 
you for supporting this vital work. 

May 2023 bring you health, safety, and personal fulfillment. 

Lee Jones, M.D. 

Dean for Medical Education 

Spotlight 

Pellegrino Student Scholars debate ethical dilemmas 
In a clinical bioethics program unique to Georgetown, a select group of nursing and 

medical students—known as Pellegrino Student Scholars—work closely together as 

they discover that practicing cura personalis includes navigating challenging ethical 

decisions with their patients and families. Over the course of the fall semester, the 

12 student scholars met with faculty members from the PCCB to develop ethical 

reasoning skills through applying concepts of Edmund Pellegrino’s philosophy. 

Read > 

Research 

Mindfulness-based stress reduction is beneficial for anxiety 
A guided, mindfulness-based stress reduction program was as effective as use of 

the antidepressant escitalopram for patients with anxiety disorders, according to 

results of a first-of-its-kind, randomized clinical trial led by researchers at 

Georgetown University Medical Center. Read > 

Drug found to be effective in difficult to treat autoimmune 

blood disorder 
Patients taking efgartigimod—a drug being studied for use to treat chronic primary 

immune thrombocytopenia—exhibited a significantly greater improvement in platelet 

counts which are essential to clotting and stopping bleeding, compared to those 

taking a placebo, according to results reported from the global ADVANCE IV clinical 

trial. Read > 

Expression of estrogen-related gene can impact 

postmenopausal breast cancer 
Two studies on mice by investigators at Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive 

Cancer Center and colleagues find that switching on the Esr1 gene could lead to 

elevated risk of developing estrogen receptor-positive breast cancer in older 

women, and that estrogen-suppressive drugs could lower or reverse that elevated 

risk. Read > 

COMMUNITY 

Georgetown and Howard Universities to launch center for 

medical humanities > 

Students focus on giving back during holiday season > 

Ruesch Symposium participants encourage patients to 

consider clinical trials > 

Medical Center deans discuss future of health at Black Alumni 

Summit > 

Stories from GUMC student veterans > 

Inaugural BellRinger Ride raises more than $1 million for 

cancer research > 

Improving population health through hospital administration > 

SIGHTS & SOUNDS 

Aida Murad, Artist-in-Residence at Lombardi Comprehensive 

Cancer Center > 

Alumni Programs and Services 

Alumni Spotlight 
We want to put you in the spotlight on our social media channels! Interested in 

being featured? Share your journey —personal, professional, or both—with us. 

Dine with a Doc 
Sign up to host meals for current Georgetown University School of Medicine 

students and learn more about their interests, potential career paths, and personal 

experiences. Alumni can schedule to host dinners in person as well as virtually 

throughout the year. Email msaa@georgetown.edu to learn more! 

Follow Georgetown University School of Medicine Alumni on 

social media 
Stay connected with us on social media! Visit our Facebook page , Instagram 

account , and Twitter account profiles to stay up-to-date on alumni happenings. 

Share your life updates 
We love hearing from alumni. Visit the Life Updates page to update your contact 

information, submit a Class Note, tell us about your book, share news, pose 

inquiries, and submit information about alumni who have passed away. 

Curriculum-based Opportunities: 
Professional Identity Formation (PIF): Cura Personalis Fellowship 

The Cura Personalis Fellowship was created to serve as a platform for physicians to 

establish a strong and diverse foundation in existing and emerging concepts in 

physician professional identity formation. To learn more and apply, please visit this 

page . 

Independent Scholarly Project 

The Independent Scholarly Project (ISP) is a requirement for all Georgetown 

University School of Medicine candidates and must be completed prior to 

graduation. If you have a research project that you would like to engage a student in 

to fulfill their requirement, please visit this page . 

Please reach out to medstudentresearch@georgetown.edu with any questions 

on either of these programs! 

Call for Medical Reunion Class Ambassadors 
If you graduated from class ending in "3" or "8" and you are interested in serving as 

a Class Ambassador, please email gumcengagement@georgetown.edu . 

Medical Alumni Board Spotlight 
Message from the Chair 

As a proud graduate of Georgetown’s School of Medicine class of 1993, I am 

honored to now serve as Chair of the Medical Alumni Board (MAB). After three 

years of experiencing the challenge of connecting in person, I realized how precious 

and important our relationships are with each other and our beloved school. 

Georgetown’s commitment to foster a life-long community is what inspired me to 

accept the opportunity to prioritize and optimize our ability to connect with each 

other and make positive impacts on future generations of doctors, which ultimately 

is our legacy. 

There are many ways for alumni to get involved with the Medical School. The Office 

of Advancement is a great place to start if you’re looking for opportunities to 

volunteer: you can sign up to be host for the Dine with a Doc program, participate in 

student mentoring programs such as CURA, sponsor a white coat, get involved with 

the MAB leadership, and so much more. Please do not hesitate to reach out to 

gumcengagement@georgetown.edu or to me at dsk5@georgetown.edu for 

more information. 

Daphne Stamos Keshishian (M’93) 

Chair Medical Alumni Board 

Lives Well Lived 
We are saddened by the passing of a beloved alumna, Lori L. Wilson, M.D., FACS 

(C’88, M’94). Dr. Wilson was a double Hoya who served as associate dean for 

faculty development and diversity, professor of surgery, and chief of surgical 

oncology at Howard University School of Medicine. Please read this letter from 

Wayne A. I. Frederick, M.D., MBA, president of Howard University , about the life 

of Dr. Wilson. 

Upcoming Events 

Annual Medical Alumni and Student Happy Hour 

February 4. Tip-off at noon EST 

Post-game happy hour at 3 p.m. EST 

Reenergizing Our Values: Reflections on the Spirit of Georgetown in 

Our New Moment 

February 7, 3 p.m. EST 

23rd Wall Street Alliance Scholarship Dinner 

March 2, 6 p.m. EST 

Match Day 

March 17 

Undergraduate Research Conference 2023 

April 19 

John Carroll Weekend San Francisco 

April 20-23, 2023 

School of Medicine Commencement 

May 21 

BellRinger Ride Weekend 

October 21-22 

Medical Reunion 2023 

October 27-29 
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