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Dear Hoyas, 

Late last month, we learned the consequential news that Jack DeGioia decided 

to step down from his role as Georgetown’s president as he continues to recover 
from the stroke he had in June. I feel blessed to join an institution shaped by his 

integrity and his vision. 

Clearly, Jack has left an indelible mark on this university, its people, and this 
community. As I began to learn about Georgetown, a common descriptor I often 

heard was that Jack was among the kindest, most caring, experienced, and 
visionary leaders in higher education. In meeting him and learning how he so 

thoughtfully carried out his work, that description could not have been more 
accurate. 

Jack has helped make the world a better place. 

I arrived at Georgetown this summer shortly after Jack was hospitalized. In my 

brief tenure, I have witnessed the very special nature that makes our School of 

Medicine a unique, preeminent medical school. As you know, Georgetown is 

recognized for its world-class educators and dedicated staff who are preparing 
our extraordinary students to be knowledgeable, ethical, skillful and 

compassionate physicians and biomedical scientists. We are complemented in 

this work by our academic health system partner, MedStar Health. 

The needs of our society are great. People need more help — faster. I joined 

Georgetown because I believe there is no place positioned better in the country, 
or in the world, to address these challenges at a pace that is commensurate to 

the need. Jack and I shared this view, and I am committed to bringing health and 
healing to all people in keeping with what he is so compassionate about. 

Fortunately, I won’t go at it alone. Our alumni possess a special role as mentors, 
supporters, and advocates for our medical students to help them realize their 

place to ensure they deliver care for the whole person, families, and the 
communities. Together, we can deliver the hope and healing so desperately 

needed. 

One final note: in September, we bid farewell to Lee Jones, and we wish him the 
very best as he pursues a new role at Rush Medical College. During our 

transition, I’m honored to serve as our school’s chief academic officer, a part of 

being executive dean, alongside an extremely talented senior leadership team. 

Being present with our students, accompanying them, and creating a culture of 

support is my priority, and I could not ask for better partners in that work than our 
alumni. 

Norman J. Beauchamp, Jr., MD, MHS 
Executive Vice President of Health Sciences 

Executive Dean, School of Medicine 

Spotlight 

President DeGioia stepping down 
On November 21, John J. DeGioia (C’79, G’95) announced he is stepping 

down from his role as university president after 23 years and will become 

president emeritus and will continue as a member of the faculty. 

Read More > 

Dedication to primary care research earns Merenstein 

prestigious honor 
Dan Merenstein, M.D., director of research programs in the Department of 

Family Medicine at Georgetown University School of Medicine, was one of 

fewer than 100 academics nominated this year to the National Academy of 

Medicine. His research focuses on probiotics and antibiotics, and also runs 

a cohort study related to HIV. Read More > 

Georgetown’s Global Health Institute joins Pope Francis’ 

initiative to care for children’s health 
The Global Health Institute will join the Pope’s Global Alliance for the Health 

and Humanitarian Care of Children. During the meeting of participating 

organizations, Pope Francis greeted Norman J. Beauchamp Jr., M.D., MHS, 

executive vice president for health sciences and School of Medicine 

executive dean, Global Health Institute director Deus Bazira, and Michael 

Donnelly, chair of Georgetown’s Department of Pediatrics. Read More > 

Campus News 

Georgetown University and MedStar Health launch 

Center to rapidly improve the health and well-being of 

children in Washington and beyond > 

DISCOVER Initiative launched at Georgetown University 

to advance research on health disparities > 

Medical student advocates for health equity and mental 

health > 

Medical students gain confidence with a dose of cultural 

humility through summer experience > 

Georgetown faith leaders welcome new medical 

students > 

From swimming to street medicine, Smith reflects on 

her career > 

For this medical student, her cancer research is for her 

little sister > 

H5 influenza vaccines: What needs to be done to reduce 

the risk of a pandemic > 

Recognizing recently promoted faculty > 

BELLRINGER 2024 

The 3rd Annual BellRinger Ride on Oct. 25-26 had 1,168 Riders and 157 

teams—helping raise over $4.3 million! The funds raised will support 

Georgetown University’s Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center and their 

groundbreaking research and clinical trials focusing on prevention and 

treatments, positively impacting the outcomes of cancer care in our 

communities. William Licamele, M.D., a two-time Georgetown alumnus who 

has ridden during each annual BellRinger Weekend, has battled cancer 

himself and helped support other patients by raising over $97,000 for the 

cause. 

To see some highlights from the weekend, enjoy content from the BellRinger 

Instagram page ! 

SIGHTS & SOUNDS 

Hundreds gather for School of Medicine Class of 2028 

White Coat Ceremony > 

Research 

Uncovering factors that drive depression after a stroke 
Depression after experiencing a stroke can be driven by factors including 

cognitive difficulties, a lack of social participation, and self-perceived poor 

recovery. This depression can persist for months or years, according to a 

new study from Georgetown University Medical Center and MedStar Health 

researchers. Physical disability after a stroke, which has been related to 

depression symptoms in other studies, was not related to depression in 

stroke survivors in this study. 

Alumni Programs and Services 

Medical Reunion 2024: 
The School of Medicine and the Georgetown University Alumni Association 

welcomed 440 medical alumni and their families medical alumni back to the 

Hilltop on Nov​. 1-3 for Medical Reunion 2024. The weekend brought 

together alumni from across the country in celebration of their School of 

Medicine reunions, whether it was their 50th Reunion or 5th! Highlights 

included a Kick-Off Celebration at the International Spy Museum celebrating 

the Mitchell Scholars Endowed Scholarship Fund and winners of the Race 

for the Cups. 

A keynote from Norman J. Beauchamp, M.D., MHS, entitled "Advancing 

Medicine at Georgetown" showcased the philanthropically-funded W. 

Proctor Harvey Clinical Teaching Amphitheater, an ideal venue for a 

conversation about the future of the School of Medicine. Over 200 medical 

students joined alumni representing their medical specialty for a networking 

lunch during an inaugural "Hoyas On Call" Reunion Weekend event. Class 

parties throughout the city and a Farewell Mass in Dahlgren Chapel closed 

out a beautiful weekend. 

Called to Be: The Campaign for Georgetown 
Help support Georgetown School of Medicine scholarships by making a gift 

today! If this is not your first time making a gift, learn more about 

Georgetown’s giving societies: 

Loyalty Society 

Loyal donors are the cornerstone of Georgetown’s success, providing the 

means by which Georgetown can carry out its mission of educating people 

in service to others. In recognition of this important commitment, the Loyalty 

Society honors alumni giving to Georgetown at various levels—from our 

Charter members, who are just beginning their lifelong commitment to 

annual giving, to our Lifetime supporters, who have given for 20 or more 

years. Learn about the benefits of being a Loyalty Society member. 

Warwick Evans Society 

Named for the first medical graduate of Georgetown University, the Warwick 

Evans Society is the School of Medicine’s premier annual giving society. 

This support is the lifeblood of the school and provides the Dean with critical 

scholarship dollars for the best and brightest medical students. 

Membership in the Warwick Evans Society is extended to alumni, parents, 

and friends who make gifts to Georgetown School of Medicine totaling 

$1,000 or more each year. We would love to hear from you, so let us know 

who you are called to be and why you are called to give. 

The Medical Alumni Board Welcomes New Board 

Members 
The Medical Alumni Board is proud to announce its three newest members 

for the 2024-2027 term: 

Kashif Firozvi, M.D. (M’00, Parent’27) , clinical professor at the School of 

Medicine and a practicing oncologist and hematologist 

Jay Khanna, M.D. (C’91, M’95) , combined neurosurgical and orthopaedic 

spine surgeon and chair and professor of orthopaedic surgery at MedStar 

Georgetown University Hospital 

Angela Walker M.D., FACOG (M’97) , obstetrician-gynecologist 

CURA: Connecting and Uniting Residents and Alumni 

CURA Program 

CURA (Connecting and United Residents and Alumni) kicked off with a 

reception in Philadelphia for new residents from the School of Medicine 

Class of 2024, co-hosted by Regina Torsney-Durkin (C’73, M’77), Dollie 

Silpasuvan (C'97, M'03), and Colleen Halfpenny (C'97, M'01). 

The CURA (Connecting and Uniting Residents and Alumni) Program pairs 

Georgetown medical alumni with recent School of Medicine graduates as 

they begin their residencies in hospital centers across the nation. If you are 

interested in being a mentor to these new residents, sign up here! 

White Coat Campaign 
Thank you to all alumni who generously donated to the White Coat 

Campaign! We are thrilled to celebrate our 266 donors and over $90,000 

raised for the School of Medicine. Each student received a note of 

inspiration from alumni who gifted their coats and it was a highlight of this 

memorable day. 

GUSOM Patagonia Fleece Fundraiser 
The GUSOM Patagonia Fleece Fundraiser through the Medical Alumni 

Board was a big success with nearly 200 jackets sold to medical alumni and 

over $15K raised for medical student scholarships. 

Hoya Gateway 
Join your fellow Hoyas on Hoya Gateway, a Georgetown exclusive virtual 

networking platform that will connect you with your fellow Hoya Medical 

Alumni and current students. You can make 1-1 connections and also 

engage in group discussions. Join the GU School of Medicine Student and 

Alumni Network at https://g.town/somhoyagateway . 

Alumni Spotlight 
In an effort to expand alumni engagement, we are adding Alumni Spotlight 

posts to our social media channels! Please fill out this form about your 

professional and personal journey, and we will share your story to our 

channels. There is no deadline or limit for submissions. 

Dine with a Doc 
Sign up to host meals for current Georgetown University School of Medicine 

students and learn more about their interests, potential career paths, and 

personal experiences. Alumni can schedule to host dinners in person as 

well as virtually throughout the year. Email msaa@georgetown.edu to 

learn more! 

Social Media 
Stay connected with us on social media! Visit our Facebook page , 

Instagram account , and X (Twitter) account profiles to stay up-to-date on 

alumni happenings. 

Sharing Your Updates 
We love hearing from alumni! Visit the Life Updates page to update your 

contact information, submit a Class Note, tell us about your book, share 

news, pose inquiries, and submit information about alumni who have 

passed away. 

Curriculum-based Opportunities: 
Professional Identity Formation (PIF): Cura Personalis Fellowship 

The Cura Personalis Fellowship was created to serve as a platform for 

physicians to establish a strong and diverse foundation in existing and 

emerging concepts in physician professional identity formation. To learn 

more and apply, please visit this page . 

Please reach out to medstudentresearch@georgetown.edu with any 

questions on either of these programs! 
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